
Energy I~diana's $2.9-billion integrated
gasification/combined-cycle plant in Ed­
wardsport, Ind., with San Francisco-based
Bechtel serving as the 630-MW plant's
engineering-procurement-construction
management contractor, the number of
coal plants being planned continues to
fall. Firms say they expect fewer coal
plants to be bUilt over the next few years

due to stricter emissions rules.
On the other hand, prospects for

nuclear projects-particularly plant
"uprate" work-are good, says]eff
Merrifield, senior vice president of
the power group at The Shaw
Group, Baton Rouge, La. Merrifield
also is upbeat about "new build" nu­
clear. Shaw is the EPe contractor for
several planned Westinghouse
API000 projects, including the two­
unit, 2,234-MW expansions planned
at the Vogtle plant near Waynes­
boro, Ga., the first to receive a fed­
eralloan guarantee. -

enr.com July 5, 2010 - ENR SOURCEBOOK- ·49

ing to the American Wind Energy
Association, only 539 MW ofwind capac­
ity was installed in the first three months
of 20lO-the lowest first-quarter result
since 2007.

Two mainstays of the U.S. power in­
dustry coal and nuclear face different
futures. While several major coal projects
are under construction, including Duke
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utilities to secure increasing portionsof
their electricity from green sources as",ell
as by the likelihood that a federal RPS will
be implemented soon.

Babcock & Wilcox, a subsidiary of
Houston-based McDermottinterna­
tional, has been doing a lotmore work on
biomass-fired projects, including thecol.1­
version ofolder, "unscl1lbbed"coalplants
into facilities powered by wood
waste, says Mark Low, vice presi­
dent of service projectsatB&:'¥"'s
power-generation group. "We are
doing a lot of studies for a lot of
utilities, mostly in anticipation of a
federal renewables mandate," Low
says.

For all the talk of renewables,
however, the development ofwind
and solar projects colltinuestolag,
mostly due to utilities' reluctance to
enter into long-term power-pur­
chase agreements as well aHo re- S~8'NK.I~~i~lJIVIB~8!\lth@ghthenul)l\)e(()fC9~11l@1Is.~ein.g
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